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who fled from him, dreading the approach of a man
to whom nothing remained but courage, of which
they could not deprive him except by wresting away
his life.

This they finally did, one of them cutting off his
head with a knife. Happy stroke which gave him
freedom! For we have reason to believe that this
brave spirit is now enjoying in Heaven the freedom
of the children of God, since even his enemies loudly
exclaimed that there was something more than human
within him, and that without doubt baptism had given
him his strength and courage, which surpassed all
that they had ever seen.

Several Savages have reported with wonder, and a
sort of conviction of the truths that we preach to
them, that, shortly before he received the last blow
which caused his death, he raised his eyes to Heaven
and cried out joyfully, ‘“ Let us go, then, let us go,”
as if he were answering a voice that invited him.

Surely it would seem that he had in mind no other
journey except that to Heaven, to which, without
distinction, the captive, if he so will, has as much
[71] right and admission as he who is free. The fol-
lowing was learned from some of the other prisoners,
his companions in misfortune and misery:

Some Adventurers from the band of our Hurons
and Algonquains having, in that most important
defeat, gone on ahead of their troop of three hundred
men to discover if there were any of the enemy in
ambush, found themselves rather nearer than they
thought. They were not, however, so greatly taken
by surprise that the majority of them could not retreat
to the main body; only one of them was caught by
the enemy, who, finding that they were discovered,



